
Mount Carmel, Utatr.
April 26, 1946.

Engineer,Mr. Ed. H. Watson, State
SaIt Lake Clty, Utah.

Dear Sir:
As secret:iry of the Mount Carmel Irrigation Co. I have been asked

to write to you about the proposition of having a Water Corr:uissioner
appointed from your office to distribute tCe wer,ter to the persons and
Cornpanies wha have the legal right to use tkre water in 'r,his area. If,e

I1ve on a stream known as the rEast tr'ork of tlie Virgin Riveri which rises
in Kane County and flovrs j.nto the Virgin River just above RockvilLe in
Washing County Utah-. On the Decree issued by Judge Thos. H, Burton on
Dec. L2, L925, there are about 55 first, seconct, and third class water
rights listed on this strean and itrs tributaries. Most of, these are
raiher ind.epend,ent of each other in tnat one water right has ?11 of t,he
viater availible from tire one spring or tributary and whether they use
their water or not has little effect on the others. These vrater usera
have never had occasion to call- for the services of the ttr/ater Commissioner
in the last fifty years.

An earlier Decree issued by fudge tr. M. McCarty in Apr1l 1909
lists tiie rights of only 12 perlons and Companies who recieve their
water fron tie main strbarn aird. are very interdepend-ent because if one
gets more than itrs ri-ghtful share the others get less w:r.ter. Iheee
ire the ones that the Yater Cornrnissioner has had to deal with through
the years, \{Ihen f vras Water Commissioner in 193I the Stabe Engineerts
offibe sent out assessmeni notices to a1I of the persons and Companies
having a water right und,er the Burton Decree to raj.ee tne t'unds
necesiar5r to pay for the d.istribution of the vrater. I d.o not know
vihat ye.ri this practice started or what year it ended. but I do know
that wfren these rlndependentil wi,rter users found that they were being
assessed to pay the flater Comrnissioner they pqid their dues very
grudgingly oi not at all. tr'inalIy the State Engineer told the three
Irri[.tion Conpanies that he vrould 63ive h1s official appointment to
the rnan of their choice but thelr vrould have to ralise the money to pay
his services in their own tvay'

That is why when we uas trying to get a Tater Oommissioner appointed
from your of,fice last year we contacted only thg_te water users who
vlere io be af,fected and interested in the dlstribution of the vrater.
But vre als6 provided that if by some remote chance othefs in the arel
shoulcl call ?or the service of the Commissi.oner he would be availavle
to help them but they vrould have to pay him a reasonable fee f'or the
time tr-e frad to spend. on thir special probl-em, This we thought vras
the most fair and reasonable arrangement. tr'or some reason you didntt
seem to favor this arrangement. Probably I am to blarne for assurneir:'g
that you und.erstood all the details and not taking the tiine and pains
to e*!I"in tt.e situation to you, Anlnuay you seemed to think that a
sma1l minority was trying to run the roost'

perhaps if we had Listed the nsnes of the 150 and more stoclcktold-
ers of the Mount Carmel. ordervllle, and G1endale Irrigationf Companies
it migkLt have looked different to you than just the nar:nes of their
elected representei,tives, On the other hand we were appalled by your

dernand thiat we round. up a majority of the water users in the vrhole
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dralnage area in order to hold a meeting to choobe a V/ater Commissioner,
becayse, &s I nentioned above, only a very few of them are affected
or have irnJi reason at all to care whether thartf is a Cornmissioner
or not.

However the time has come again v,rhen r,ve raust have a Water
Commissioner or suffer the complete loss of our crops. \[e want to have
him appolnted from your office if possible so t}iat he v'rill- have f,he
full authoriLy to act in tliat capacity, Ihe purpose of this l-etter is
to ask you to state once more the terms and conditions that we must
rneet in order to ob-r,ain your officlal sanction.

Our i-ieed, is urgent. The flovi of walter j-s lower tira.n it has been
at tiris time of the yeat for a long time, Unless vle hilve nore storm
irh:t"n vle usua]ly get during thre growing season th.e crops vriLl suff'er
even vrith the fairest possible distribution of the availaole wa.ter,
If there is no attempt at a fair and J-egal Cistribution the crops on
the lovrer end will be a comclete failure,

last tr'aII the three Companies, Mt. Carmel, Ord.erville, and Glenda.Ie,
installed five ParshalL tr'lune mesureing devices viith the aid of the
soil conserv&tion service. These structures are of reinforced. concrete,
one at the head of each of the three companies canals, This should
be a grel t aid to the Water Comrnissioner this year and from now on.

Please let me hear from you as soon as you c&rlr

Yours truly,e#M
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